The value of continuous 72-hour peritoneal lavage for peritonitis.
Studies were performed in 120 rabbits to determine whether 72-hour peritoneal lavage is beneficial or harmful in the treatment of peritonitis. Results showed that against a high concentration fecal inoculum (90 percent mortality), peritoneal lavage containing gentamicin and clindamycin reduced mortality to 10 to 20 percent (p less than 0.05). Parenteral antibiotics alone and lavage not containing antibiotics did not decrease mortality. By contrast, against a low fecal inoculum (30 percent mortality), peritoneal lavage containing gentamicin and clindamycin did not alter mortality. However, lavage not containing antibiotics increased mortality to 70 to 80 percent (p less than 0.05). These data demonstrate that continuous peritoneal lavage may be helpful in the treatment of peritonitis provided the lavage solution contains antibiotics and may be harmful if it does not contain antibiotics.